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The Deptriment of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development presents ita compliments to
the High Commission of the Demecratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and has the honoyr to
respond to the note vorbale (TPN-42-2021) received on 18 March 2021,

The deperiment takes note of the coneerns shared by the High Cotninission reganding
Brampton's City Council’s use of referenves lo genocide. Under Canada's federal system,
provincil and municipal governments are independent, and the federsl government does not
pronounce on thelr initiatives or positions nor do they represent federal policy. The department
encourages the High Commission to share their views and concerns with other lavels of

gavernment as needed.

I response to the reguest that the Depaniment of Fareign Affatrs, Trade and
Developmont clarify Canada’s offtcial foreign policy position with regard to allegations of
genocide in Sri Lanka, the departizent can confirm that the Government of Canada has not made

a finding that thexe was genocido in Sii Lanka. Following the end of the civil conflict in Sti

Larka, Canade joined the isternational community to ¢ell for tnath-seeking and accountability
for alleged vigjations of international hutman rights law and mternational amamtanian law
commitled by pariies ec the conflict, Theve calls were captured in United Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) resolution 30/1 and sucoessor resolulions including the maost recent 461,
These resoiucions empliasize the responsibility of all states, including Sti Lanka, to comply with
their relevant obligations to prosecnte thoseresponsible for gross viglations of human rights and
saripus violations of infernetional humanitarian law constituting crimes under iplernationat law,

with 8 view {0 ending impunity.
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More than a decade afier the end of the condlict, Canadn continues to advocate that an
independent and eredible jusiice process that lias the trust aud confidence of viclims renains

necessary for reconcitiation and long-term prosperity.

The Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development avails itse!f of this
opportumity o renew o the High Commigsion of the Democraiic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

the assurances of its highest consideration.

OTTAWA, 7 Aprl 2021
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