
Note No. OAK-449 

The Depanment of foreign Affairs, Trade and Devetoprne~t presents its compliments to 

dle High Commissioo of the Democratic Socialist R~public of Sri Lanka and has the hono\,lr to 

respond to the n()le vcrhale (TPN-42-2021) recei"od oil 18 March 2021. 

The deplll1menttakes oole of the concern:;; shared by the High Commission regarding 

Brampton's City Con~ciJ's lW.: of references Lo gt;UOCilk. Under Canada'~ federal system, 

provincM and munielpal govermnents an: indepcadeQt, and the federal gllvernment does not 

prooounce on their initiatives or positiom nor dCI they rcpreseut federal policy. The department 

encouwges the High Commis:;ion to share their view~ ru1d ooncerns with other le-vels (I( 

govemrnent as needed. 

In resprmse to rlu; req\l<'St that tile Depar1ment of r·oretgn Affairs, Trade and 

Derdopmcnt clnify Canada's official foreign policy position with regard to allegations of 

87'1<Xide iu Sri Lankd, the deplllilnent can confirm lhat tile Ocvemment ofCllnada bas not made 

a finding tltat thCJ.-e was genocide in Sti Lanka. Follawiug the end of the civil eonDtct in Sri 

Lanka, Canada joined the internatiollill community to call for troth-seeking and ac:co\lntabHity 

for aU~ged vi() lations <If international human ngh.l~ law and intemationalllumanitariEill law 

comm.iUed by parties Ul tbe conflict. Tile~e ulll; were captored in United Nations Human Rlgbts 

Council (UNHRC) resolution 3011 1111d :JUCC:e330r r~solutiono i!ICluding lh~ nwstrecent 4611. 

TIJeSe re£ollllioo~ emphasize the respon~,h1lity cot" all states, including Sri Lanka, to comply with 

their relevant obligations to proseeute thosc·respons.ible for gross violations of hunum rigb.tll and 

serious violatioos of intematio!lllt humanitarian law constituting crimes under intematiooa! law, 

will\ a view to tlJ!ding impunity. 
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More than a decade aft~ the erul oflhe C<Jilflict, Ca~ada continues to advocate that an 

ind¢pendent and erodible jll$1ke process that Ju1s the trust aud C(ltlfldence (l f victims remaitlN 

necessary forreconciUation Bnd long-temJ prosperity. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs, Trn.:le and DeveiQpment avails itself of this 

opportuaity to renew to lhe High Commission oftlle Dc.m.owatic Socialist Republic ClfSri l.anka 

the ass~rauces Clf its "highest oonsidemtiun. 

OTTAWA, 7 April21)2J 

Canadii 
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